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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
April 18, 2021 

 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

 
Opening Voluntary:     This Joyful Eastertide, arr. Keith Kolander 
 
The service begins with the musical prelude. Then the Celebrant says 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Let us pray.  
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O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the 
eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
First Lesson:  Acts 3:12-19 
 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, 
as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you 
handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you 
rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed 
the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his 
name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is 
through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. “And now, friends, I 
know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had 
foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God 
so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 4 
 

1 Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; * 
you set me free when I am hard-pressed; 
have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

2 "You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; * 
how long will you worship dumb idols 
and run after false gods?" 

3 Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; * 
when I call upon the LORD, he will hear me. 

4 Tremble, then, and do not sin; * 
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 

5 Offer the appointed sacrifices * 
and put your trust in the LORD. 

6 Many are saying, "Oh, that we might see better times!" * 
Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O LORD. 

7 You have put gladness in my heart, * 
more than when grain and wine and oil increase. 

8 I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; * 
for only you, LORD, make me dwell in safety. 

 
Second Lesson:  1 John 3:1-7 
 
A Reading from the First Letter of St. John. 
 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we 
are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children 



now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will 
be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as 
he is pure. Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he 
was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; no one who 
sins has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does 
what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn 440:  Blessed Jesus, at Thy Word 
 
Blessed Jesus, at thy word 
we are gathered all to hear thee; 
let our hearts and souls be stirred 
now to seek and love and fear thee; 
by thy teachings pure and holy, 
drawn from earth to love thee solely. 
 
All our knowledge, sense and sight 
lie in deepest darkness shrouded, 
till thy Spirit breaks our night 
with the beams of truth unclouded; 
thou alone to God canst win us; 
thou must work all good within us. 
 
Gracious, Lord, thyself impart! 
Light of light, from God proceeding, 
open thou our ears and heart, 
help us by the Spirit's pleading. 
Hear the cry thy Church upraises; 
hear, and bless our prayers and praises. 
 
Gospel Lesson:  Luke 24:36b-48 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to St. Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were 
startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you 
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I 
myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And 
when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were 
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave 
him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. Then he said to them, “These 
are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you ─ that everything written about me in 
the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and 
to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these 
things.” 
 



The Gospel of our Savior. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
    the only Son of God,  
    eternally begotten of the Father,  
    God from God, Light from Light,  
    true God from true God,  
    begotten, not made,  
    of one Being with the Father.  
    Through him all things were made.  
    For us and for our salvation  
        he came down from heaven:  
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
      and was made man.  
   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
       he suffered death and was buried. 
      On the third day he rose again 
          in accordance with the Scriptures; 
      he ascended into heaven  
         and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
      and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
   With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
    and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
After each petition the people respond 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.  
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 
The Celebrant introduces the Offertory. The bread and wine for communion are set upon the altar. 
 
Anthem:  Hear the Voice and Prayer, Thomas Tallis/arr. Crawford Thoburn 



 
Offerings may be made by texting “StThomasBC” to 73256. You can also click or paste this link into your internet browser’s search 
field: https://onrealm.org/stthomasbc/give/now, or go to our website www.StThomasBC.org and click the green “Contribute Now” 
button at the bottom of the page. Thank you for your generosity. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
Here the Proper Preface is said. Then all join in the Sanctus 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The Celebrant praises God for the salvation of the world through the holy sacrifice of Jesus; and remembering the events of the Last 
Supper, prays that the gifts of bread and wine may become the Body and Blood of Christ.  
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant prays that all may benefit from Christ’s holy sacrifice and be renewed by the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
 
At the end of the prayer the people respond 
 
Amen.  
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
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Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
The peace of Christ be always with you.  
And also with you. 
 
The Celebrant says the invitation to communion. The prayer for those unable to receive communion is said. The Reserve Sacrament is 
available in the chapel at St. Thomas for those who wish to receive communion after having participated in online worship. 
 
After communion the Celebrant says  
 
Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of Christ,  
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Savior. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
Hymn 492:  Sing, Ye faithful, Sing with Gladness 
 
Sing, ye faithful, sing with gladness, 
wake your noblest, sweetest strain, 
with the praises of your Savior 
let his house resound again; 
him let all your music honor,  
and your songs exalt his reign. 
 
Sing how he came forth from heaven, 
bowed himself to Bethlehem's cave, 
stooped to wear the servant's vesture, 
bore the pain, the cross, the grave, 
passed within the gates of darkness, 
thence his banished ones to save. 
 
So, he tasted death for mortals, 
he, of humankind the head, 
sinless one, among the sinful, 
Prince of life, among the dead; 
thus he wrought the full redemption, 
and the captor captive led. 
 
Now on high, yet ever with us, 
from his Father's throne the Son 
rules and guides the world he ransomed, 
till the appointed work be done, 
till he see, renewed and perfect, 



all things gathered into one. 
 
The Vestry Liaison gives the announcements. 
 
The Celebrant prays for God’s blessing on the people and then dismisses them with these words  
 
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Closing Voluntary:     Fanfare, Kenneth Leighton 
 
Music Permissions:  OneLicense.net #A70320 & St. James Music Press Member ID #15909 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
Reminders THIS WEEK:  
 
 TODAY:  Outdoor Worship, 10:30 am 
   RenewalWorks Workshop Team Meeting, 1:00 pm 
   Evensong 5p.m. Streaming – No in-person 
 Wednesday   Good Book Club 6:30 pm on Zoom. Join Zoom Meeting: 
   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89309745877?pwd=alRXWlRZdmJVRHJ3eFRQWEpHempFdz09 
 Friday  Bible Study 11am on Zoom. Join Zoom Meeting:  
   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81058196249?pwd=RW01TWNPZG5nTkQyTXBOV3QwMXRQUT09 
 Saturday   Breakfast Program 
 
Three Options for In-Person Worship:  
If you would like to come to church, you are welcome to do so. We have taken great care to protect our 
parishioners, volunteers, and staff from the risk of infection and transmission of the coronavirus. Here 
are three ways you can safely come to church in-person: 

1. The church and chapel are available to all parishioners. You are welcome to come to church 
and use the church or chapel for personal prayer and reflection. The Reserved Sacrament is 
available on the altar in the chapel for those who wish to receive communion after having 
participated in online worship. If you need the door code to enter the building outside of normal 
business hours, please contact the parish office. 

2. During livestreaming of services from the church, parishioners are invited to watch the 
broadcast of the service in the Lounge, Parish Hall, or Chapel ─ all of which have been 
equipped with video and audio feed from the sanctuary. This is especially appropriate for those 
who are unable to watch the livestream services from home. 

3. Each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. (weather permitting) an outdoor service is held at the elevator 
entrance. Holy Communion is distributed at this service, and there is opportunity to visit with 
other parishioners before and after the service. Mask-wearing and physical distancing are in 
force. 

 
Parish office hours:   Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. Additional health precautions 
are in place including a visitor log and temperature checks for all staff, volunteers, and visitors.  
 
Daily Prayer:   Morning Prayer, 9 a.m.; Evening Prayer, 5 p.m., Monday through Saturday. Services 
are livestreamed to St. Thomas Facebook Page, YouTube Channel and website. To join as a participant 
in the service use the Zoom Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81777924624?pwd=cGtCNkRTcVFYbVQ2ZUF5azl6ZUVnZz09 
 
Next Sunday’s Lessons: Acts 4:5-12; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18; Psalm 23. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89309745877?pwd=alRXWlRZdmJVRHJ3eFRQWEpHempFdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81058196249?pwd=RW01TWNPZG5nTkQyTXBOV3QwMXRQUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81777924624?pwd=cGtCNkRTcVFYbVQ2ZUF5azl6ZUVnZz09
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html%23Gsp1


 
Serving this Week  
Presider:   Fr. Brian Coleman  
Subdeacon:   Mark Olmstead 
Organist:  Dr. Stephen White 
Choir:   The Choral Scholars 
Lector:   Megan Phelps 
Altar Chapter:   Bob Harberts  
Vestry Liaison: Judy Gray 
A/V Technician: Kathy Dingwall 


