
 
Welcome to 

  
ST. THOMAS CHURCH 

   
16 E. Van Buren St. 

Battle Creek 
(269)965-2244 

www.StThomasBC.org 
  

THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

October 4, 2020 
  

Attending worship in person during the global Corona Virus pandemic entails the risk of the transmission of the 
disease. By remaining in church, you consent to this risk and agree to hold St. Thomas Episcopal Church of 

Battle Creek harmless and without fault. St. Thomas has taken reasonable steps to mitigate the transmission of 
the disease and to protect those who choose to attend worship in person. Participants must abide by all safety 
procedures, i.e., mask wearing, physical distancing, hand washing, etc., or else are encouraged to stay home 

and participate remotely through live streaming. 
  

If you are new to our community, we welcome you and encourage you to fill out a welcome card, found in the 
pew racks, and place it in the collection plate as you leave. 

  
THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

  
  
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  
The Celebrant prays the Collect for Purity. 
  
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
  
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
  
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.   



Let us pray.  
  

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more than we 
either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our 
conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the 
merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  

First Lesson  - Isaiah 5:1-7 
  
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah. 
  
Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile 
hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 
and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. And now, inhabitants 
of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. What more was there to do for my 
vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? And now I 
will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down 
its wall, and it shall be trampled down. I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be 
overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. For the 
vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he 
expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry! 
  
The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
  
Psalm 80: 7-14 
 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; * 
you cast out the nations and planted it. 

9 You prepared the ground for it; * 
it took root and filled the land. 

10 The mountains were covered by its shadow * 
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 

11 You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea * 
and its branches to the River. 

12 Why have you broken down its wall, * 
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 

13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, * 
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 

14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; 
behold and tend this vine; * 
preserve what your right hand has planted. 

  
Second Lesson - Philippians 3:4b-14 
  
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians. 
  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a 



persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet whatever gains I had, these I have 
come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing 
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to 
know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his 
death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or have 
already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 
Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in 
Christ Jesus. 
  
The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
  
Gospel Lesson - Matthew 21:33-46 
  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
  
Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, 
dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When 
the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his 
slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they 
treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the 
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So 
they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, 
what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease 
the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” Jesus said to them, “Have you 
never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the 
Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from 
you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be 
broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his 
parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, 
because they regarded him as a prophet. 
  
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
  
THE SERMON 
  
THE NICENE CREED  
  

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen.                 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 



    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end.                
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
  
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
  
After each petition the people respond 
Lord, in your mercy  Hear our prayer.  
  
The Celebrant prays a concluding collect. 
  
CONFESSION OF SIN 
  
The people stand or kneel. The Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
  
Silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
   
The Celebrant introduces the Offertory.  The bread and wine for communion are set upon the altar. The gifts of 
the people are presented at the altar. 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
  
Here the Proper Preface is said. Then all join in the Sanctus 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest.  
  
The Celebrant praises God for the salvation of the world through the holy self giving of Jesus; and 
remembering the events of the Last Supper, prays that the gifts of bread and wine may become the Body and 
Blood of Christ. 
  
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
  

Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
   
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
  
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
  
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  
      
The Peace of the Lord be always with you.   
And also with you 
  
Please remain at your place. Communion will be distributed to the people where they are. The Sacrament of the 
Holy Eucharist is normally reserved for baptized Christians of any denomination. For more information about 
baptism, please speak to the clergy. 
  
After communion, the Celebrant says 
  
Let us pray. 



Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us  
as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.   
Send us now into the world in peace,  
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you  
with gladness and singleness of heart;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen 
   
The Celebrant prays for God’s blessing on the people and then dismisses them with these words 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.  
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Altar Flowers are given by Elizabeth Neumeyer in thanksgiving for the community of St. Thomas. 
  
Next Sunday’s Lessons: Isaiah 25:1-9; Psalm 23; Philippians 4:1-9;  
Matthew 22:1-14. 
  
October Birthdays and Anniversaries will be celebrated today. 
  
Reminders THIS WEEK: 
Today:  - Choral Evensong 5pm - Livestream ONLY 
Tuesday - Staff Meeting, 10:30am 
Wednesday - Holy Eucharist, 6pm 
  - iBelieve class 6:30 pm 
Friday  - Bible Study, 11am; Holy Eucharist, noon 
Saturday - Breakfast Program 
  
Breakfast Program: St. Thomas volunteers needed for October 10, please sign up across from the parish 
office to help. 
  
Renewal Works is a spiritual journey that we will be going on as a congregation.  The process will begin with 
a confidential survey that you are encouraged to participate in.  This process will help us plan for the future of 
our parish.  If you have questions please see Judy Gray, Ginny Baldwin, Michele Reid, Noreen Sidnam or Sue 
Shafe. 
  
Choral Evensong is returning twice a month on the 1st and 3rd Sundays at 5:00 pm.  There will be no in-
person congregation at these services. The services will be live streamed on the St. Thomas YouTube channel.   
 
SERVING THIS WEEK 
Holy Eucharist, 9:00 a.m. 
Presider:   Fr. Brian Coleman 
Subdeacon:   Doug Chapel 
Lector:    Sue Shafe  
Usher:    Roy Hillman 
Altar Chapter:   Julie McDonald & Macy Nickerson 
Vestry Liaison:  Sue Shafe 
 
Evensong, 5:00 p.m. 
Lector:    Keith Phillips 


