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A note concerning the service 
 
Based on the services held daily in the medieval Church, Choral Evensong  
(as arranged in the Book of Common Prayer) has been sung regularly since 
the Sixteenth Century. Many people enjoy Choral Evensong because it 
provides opportunity for contemplation and reflection. The service utilizes 
the 1662 Book of Common Prayer and  includes readings (just as would 
occur at Evening Prayer) and prayers led by a priest. A Psalm, anthem, and 
a setting of the Magnificat and the Nunc dimittis are sung by the choir.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

Participants in today’s service: 
 

Officiant: Fr. Brian Coleman 
Lector: Becky Squires 

Organist & Choirmaster: Dr. Stephen White 
The St. Thomas Choral Scholars 

Alexis Stark 
Charles Grantier 

Samuel Gantt 
 
 
 
 

 



 Order of Service  
 

 
 

Voluntary                                Pastoral Poem       George Frederick McKay 
 
Welcome 
 
The Preces                                           John Bertalot 
                      (b. 1931)
 V O Lord, open thou our lips; 
 R And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 V O God, make speed to save us: 
 R O Lord, make haste to help us.  
 R Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,                     
  and to the Holy Ghost:   
 R As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
  world without end.  Amen.   
 R Praise ye the Lord. 
 R The Lord’s name be praised. 
 
Psalm 8                                          Anglican chant: Thomas Jackson 
 

 1    O LORD our Governor, * 
                     how exalted is your Name in all the world!  
 

 2    Out of the mouths of infants and children * 
                     your majesty is praised above the heavens.  
 

 3    You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, * 
                     to quell the enemy and the avenger.  
 

 4    When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, * 
                     the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,  
 

 5    What is man that you should be mindful of him? * 
                     the son of man that you should seek him out?  
 

 6    You have made him but little lower than the angels; * 
                     you adorn him with glory and honor; 
 

 7    You give him mastery over the works of your hands; * 
                    you put all things under his feet:  
 

 8    All sheep and oxen, * 
                    even the wild beasts of the field,  
 

 9    The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, * 
                    and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea.  
 

 10  O LORD our Governor, * 
                    how exalted is your Name in all the world! 

 



Psalm 84                                          Anglican chant: William Crotch 
 
 1   How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! * 
                  My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 
                  my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 
 

 2   The sparrow has found her a house 
           and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
                  by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, 
                  my King and my God. 
 

 3   Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 
                  they will always be praising you. 
 

 4   Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
                  whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 
 

 5   Those who go through the desolate valley    
      will find it a place of springs, * 
                  for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 
 

 6   They will climb from height to height, * 
                  and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 
 

 7   LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
                  hearken, O God of Jacob. 
 

 8   Behold our defender, O God; * 
                  and look upon the face of your Anointed. 
 

 9   For one day in your courts is better than a thousand   
      in my own room, * 
                  and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 
                  than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
 

 10 For the LORD God is both sun and shield; * 
                  he will give grace and glory; 
 

 11 No good thing will the LORD withhold * 
                  from those who walk with integrity. 
 

 12 O LORD of hosts, * 
                  happy are they who put their trust in you! 
 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:    
   and to the Holy Ghost; 
  

 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
   world without end. Amen. 
  
 

 



The First Lesson                      Deuteronomy 29:16-29 
 

You know how we lived in the land of Egypt, and how we came through the 
midst of the nations through which you passed. You have seen their 
detestable things, the filthy idols of wood and stone, of silver and gold, that 
were among them. It may be that there is among you a man or woman, or a 
family or tribe, whose heart is already turning away from the Lord our God 
to serve the gods of those nations. It may be that there is among you a root 
sprouting poisonous and bitter growth. All who hear the words of this oath 
and bless themselves, thinking in their hearts, “We are safe even though we 
go our own stubborn ways” (thus bringing disaster on moist and dry alike) 

— the Lord will be unwilling to pardon them, for the Lord’s anger and 
passion will smoke against them. All the curses written in this book will 
descend on them, and the Lord will blot out their names from under 
heaven. The Lord will single them out from all the tribes of Israel for 
calamity, in accordance with all the curses of the covenant written in this 
book of the law. The next generation, your children who rise up after you, 
as well as the foreigner who comes from a distant country, will see the 
devastation of that land and the afflictions with which the Lord has 
afflicted it — all its soil burned out by sulfur and salt, nothing planted, 
nothing sprouting, unable to support any vegetation, like the destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, which the Lord destroyed in 
his fierce anger — they and indeed all the nations will wonder, “Why has 
the Lord done thus to this land? What caused this great display of anger?” 
They will conclude, “It is because they abandoned the covenant of 
the Lord, the God of their ancestors, which he made with them when he 
brought them out of the land of Egypt. They turned and served other gods, 
worshiping them, gods whom they had not known and whom he had not 
allotted to them; so the anger of the Lord was kindled against that land, 
bringing on it every curse written in this book. The Lord uprooted them 
from their land in anger, fury, and great wrath, and cast them into another 
land, as is now the case.” The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but 
the revealed things belong to us and to our children forever, to observe all 
the words of this law. 
 

A brief silence follows the Lesson. 
 
 

Magnificat                 First Service, Philip Moore 
                                   (b. 1943) 

 MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord,  

   and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.  
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  
For behold from henceforth all generations  
  shall call me blessed.   
For he that is mighty hath magnified me,  
  and holy is his Name.   
And his mercy is on them that fear him  
  throughout all generations.  



He hath showed strength with his arm;  
  he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  
He hath put down the mighty from their seat,  
  and hath exalted the humble and meek.  
He hath filled the hungry with good things,  
  and the rich he hath sent empty away.  
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,  
  as he promised to our forefathers,  
  Abraham and his seed for ever.  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
  as it was in the beginning, is now,  
  and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

 
The Second Lesson                            Matthew 15:29-39 
 

After Jesus had left that place, he passed along the Sea of Galilee, and he 
went up the mountain, where he sat down. Great crowds came to him, 
bringing with them the lame, the maimed, the blind, the mute, and many 
others. They put them at his feet, and he cured them, so that the crowd was 
amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the maimed whole, the lame 
walking, and the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel. Then 
Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion for the 
crowd, because they have been with me now for three days and have 
nothing to eat; and I do not want to send them away hungry, for they might 
faint on the way.” The disciples said to him, “Where are we to get enough 
bread in the desert to feed so great a crowd?” Jesus asked them, “How 
many loaves have you?” They said, “Seven, and a few small fish.” Then 
ordering the crowd to sit down on the ground, he took the seven loaves and 
the fish; and after giving thanks he broke them and gave them to the 
disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all of them ate 
and were filled; and they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets 
full. Those who had eaten were four thousand men, besides women and 
children. After sending away the crowds, he got into the boat and went to 
the region of Magadan.  
 
A brief silence follows the Lesson. 
 
 

Nunc dimittis                                            P. Moore 
          

 LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,  

   according to thy word;  
 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,  
   which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,  
 To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,  
   and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
   as it was in the beginning, is now,  
   and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  



 The Apostles’ Creed  
 

 I BELIEVE in God, the Father almighty,  

     maker of heaven and earth; 
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  
     who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
     born of the Virgin Mary,  
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  
     dead, and buried. 
     He descended into hell.  
     The third day he rose again from the dead.  
     He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the  
     right hand of God the Father almighty.  
     From thence he shall come to judge the quick  
     and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Ghost,  
     the holy catholic Church,  
     the communion of saints,  
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 

The Lesser Litany                   J. Bertalot 
 

V  The Lord be with you.  
R  And with thy spirit.  
V  Let us pray.  
R  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy  
   upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.  

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
   

  
OUR Father, which art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name,  
  thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  
   in earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive them that trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.  Amen.  
 
 

 



The Responses                  J. Bertalot 
 

V  O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;  
R  And grant us thy salvation.  
V  O Lord, save the State;  
R  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.  
V  Endue thy ministers with righteousness;  
R  And make thy chosen people joyful.  
V  O Lord, save thy people;  
R  And bless thine inheritance.  
V  Give peace in our time, O Lord;  
R  Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  
   but only thou, O God.  
V  O God, make clean our hearts within us;  
R  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.  

 

  

The Collects  
 
 

Anthem                      Sing Ye Praises Unto the Lord      Henry Ruthven 
                         (c. 1697-1765) 
 

Sing praises to the Lord O ye saints of God: 
And give thanks unto him 

for a remembrance of his holiness. 
 

For God's wrath endureth but the twinkling of an eye, 
and in his pleasure is life. 

 

Heaviness may endure for a night: 
yet joy cometh in the morning. 

 

Intercessions and Thanksgivings  
 
 

Hymn No. 29                                          Bromley 
 
 

The Grace  
 
 

Voluntary               Prelude on a Shaker Hymn Tune      James Southbridge 
 
 
 
 

To make a financial contribution to the ongoing ministries of  
St. Thomas Church, please visit  

https://onrealm.org/stthomasbc/-/give/now 

 
All contributions are greatly appreciated. 


