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Time For a Tourniquet?

The

by the Rev. Brian Coleman

One of my least favorite 
things to do as the Rector 
of St. Thomas is fill out the 
annual Parochial Report, 
due each year in March. This 
task involves collecting all 
the parish statistics from the 
previous year: attendance, 
services, income and expenses, 
baptisms, weddings, funerals, 
and on and on. It usually takes 
me about a week just to get 
everything together so that 
I can simply begin to fill out 
the report. Once it is complete 
a copy is transmitted to the 
Episcopal Church offices in 
New York and another to 
the diocesan office here in 
Western Michigan. I know it’s 
important for such reports to 
be completed conscientiously 
and in a timely manner, but 
it often feels like drudgery 
to pour over the past in this 
way. It is also discouraging, 
in part, because I know that 
the collation of all the reports 
will ultimately reveal a rather 
bleak picture of the state of the 
Episcopal Church.

Last month the Episcopal 
Church Office of Research and 
Statistics released data from 

2018 Parochial Reports and 
sure enough the news is pretty 
grim. Last year the domestic 
parishes of the Episcopal 
Church saw a 2.1% decline in 
Active Membership, a 4.5% 

decline in Average Sunday 
Worship Attendance, and 
a 0.4 % decrease in Giving. 
Even more depressing are 
the statistics aggregated 
over a ten year period which 
show a 19% decline in Active 
Membership and a 25% decline 
in Average Sunday Worship 
Attendance. These are sobering 
statistics. This phenomenon 
is not unique to the Episcopal 
Church. All denominations, 
all social organizations and all 
membership societies have seen 
similar declines in membership 
and engagement.

No doubt, our society is 
changing at a pace with which 
most institutions are incapable 
of keeping up. I think this is as 
true for the church as it is for 
other organizations. Consider, 
for example, that in America 
those who claim no religious 
tradition, sometimes called 
“Nones,” now make up 23.1% 
of the population. That’s more 
than those claiming to be 
evangelical Christians (22.5%) 
and more than those claiming 
to be Catholics (23%). Just a few 
years ago, this population was 
statistically insignificant.

While St. Thomas has not seen 
such severe decline in the past 
10 years, we are just barely 
treading water, which of course 
means that statistically we are 
not going anywhere. In one 
sense this is good news when 
you consider the challenges of 
our context in a state which 
has lost population and where 
economic opportunities are so 
few and far between. However, 
it does create a sense of urgency 
with respect to sustaining our 
mission and ministry going 
forward. We need to continue 

We need to find new 
ways of reaching out 
with our particular 

brand of progressive, 
inclusive, thoughtful 
and authentic faith.

continued on p. 2
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Pledge Update

 Budget: $160,000
 Actual: $156,880
 Deficit $3,120

Send NewSpirit articles, ideas and
photos to editor Karmel Addis at

kpuzzo@sbcglobal.net 
or 

karmel@bcppg.com
by September 19th.

the work we are doing to make St. 
Thomas relevant in Battle Creek. 
We need to continue improving our 
efforts to welcome and incorporate 
newcomers into our community. 
We need to find new ways of 
reaching out with our particular 
brand of progressive, inclusive, 
thoughtful and authentic faith.

In the end, church shouldn’t be 
about numbers, but if the Church 
isn’t attracting people with the 
Good News of Jesus Christ and 
the love of God, then God will 
find other means by which to 
accomplish the salvation of the 
world.

Remember the story from the 
Gospel of Jesus’s triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem. The Pharisees 
pleaded with Jesus to silence his 
followers who were hailing him 
as the Son of God and King of 
kings. His reply to them is both 
a reassurance and a warning to 
us: “I tell you, if these were silent, 
the very stones would cry out.” 
(Luke 19:40) I’m committed to 
keeping St. Thomas in the business 
of proclaiming and building up 
Kingdom of God.

continued from p. 1

St. Thomas volunteers pose for a group photo on the last day of the 
Summer Breakfast Program. The program served approximately 140 
people in need every weekday of the summer. Photo by Jill Goodsell

Thank you to all who made the hamburger/hotdog lunch a success! Over 
$400 was raised for the choir’s tour fund!  We are truly blessed to serve this 
parish through music and look forward to taking the congregation’s spirit 
with us to Europe. Photos by Larry Dillon.

– The St. Thomas Choir

Mary Bourgeois at Recycled Art in the Park
Mary Bourgeois has announced that she will have a few art projects 
displayed at Recycled Art in the Park in Portage October 4-11, 2019. 
The event promotes recycling and features sculptures using recycled 
materials displayed in Celery Flats. Public voting begins at 5 p.m. on 
Friday, October 4th and ends Friday, October 11th at 5 p.m.
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“My soul doth magnify the Lord” 
by Dr. Stephen White, Music Director

My soul doth magnify the Lord.

These words are well-known to our 
choristers and adult choir members.  
As part of the evening canticles, 
this text from the Magnificat (Song 
of Mary) is sung at every service 
of Evensong.  This month we are 
excited to resume our schedule of 
Choral Evensong which takes place 
the first Sunday of each month at 
5 p.m. with a pre-service organ 
recital at 4:30 p.m.  On October 
6, the St. Thomas Schola, a group 
of our professional singers, will 
present music by Richard Ayleward, 
William Byrd, and Thomas Tallis at 
the service.

Our treble choristers will continue 
with this text as they participate in 
the inaugural Michigan Episcopal 
Chorister Festival on Saturday, 

October 19.  This day-long festival 
will combine choristers from the 
three lower Michigan dioceses, 
include rehearsals and fun 
activities, and conclude with a 4:30 
p.m. service of Choral Evensong at 
the Cathedral Church of St. Paul in 
Detroit.

If you are in Detroit that afternoon, 
I do hope you’ll stop by to support 
our choristers and enjoy an exciting 
service led by our diocese’s young 
musicians.

And, as you are likely aware, the 
St. Thomas choirs will be traveling 
to Paris, France and Winchester, 
United Kingdom next July 2020.  
The primary purpose of this trip is 
to serve as the ‘choir in residence’ 
at Winchester Cathedral where we 
will actively participate in the daily 

cycle of worship through Choral 
Evensong, Choral Mattins, and 
Choral Eucharist.  Our journey, 
however, will begin in Paris where 
we will explore its many cultural 
and historic sites, build friendships/
make memories, and provide the 
musical leadership for our fellow 
Episcopalians at the American 
Cathedral’s Eucharist on 26 July.  

If you are interested in helping 
our choristers make this 
spiritually and musically life-
changing tour, I encourage you 
to actively participate in our 
fundraising efforts and/or provide 
a scholarship(s) to our choristers.  
Please speak with our music 
director if you have questions about 
how you can help.

The American Cathedral in Paris, formally known as the Cathedral Church of the Holy 
Trinity, is one of the oldest English-speaking churches in Paris. It is the gathering church 
for the Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe, and is part of the worldwide 
Anglican Communion.

Winchester Cathedral is a cathedral of 
the Church of England in Winchester, 
Hampshire, England. It is one of the 
largest cathedrals in Europe, with the 
greatest overall length of any Gothic 
cathedral.
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My Favorite Intersection

Starting in October, you will see 
KCC students taking photos of 
the buildings on the corner of Van 
Buren and Capital. 

They are working under a grant 
that I and photography professor 
Ryan Flathau received from the 
Kellogg Community College 
Foundation.  These grants allow 
teachers to assign projects that take 
more funds than ordinary.  

The students are helping me set up 
good photos of the architectural 
features of Willard Library, Miller-
Stone Building, St. Philip and St. 
Thomas.  Students may also be 

inside St. Philip and St. Thomas 
photographing the stained glass 
windows.  

With these photos, I will be able to 
have record shots of these historic 
buildings, a BC Art Center exhibit 
and a power point program that I 
will present to interested groups.  

If you missed my Scene Magazine 
article on this subject, go to 
scenepub.org and look for issue 
4209, pages 14-5.  I have a brief 
history of each building and some 
of the architectural history of them.  

by Liz Neumeyer

So you hear scripture read Sunday mornings in church. 
Or you read the Bible and try to figure out what it means. 
The words seem confusing. What makes it so important?  
How can it be more significant to my spiritual life?

Every Friday morning at 11 a.m., a small group spends 
an hour pouring over a passage from Scripture, usually 
Sunday’s  Gospel. With expert guidance from Fr. Brian, 
light is shed on the meaning  of one the world’s most 
famous books. 

You are welcome to join us in more fully understanding 
God’s word.

Do You Really Know What It Means
An Invitation to Bible Study
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The second St. Thomas River Run & Parish Picnic was 
an event enjoyed by about 60 members and friends of St. 
Thomas on Saturday, Sept. 7.  Although the day started a bit 
chilly, the weather turned out to be perfect for the 20+ folks 
who participated in kayaking and canoeing.  Other folks 
joined the group at Historic Bridge Park for a great potluck 
picnic.  Huge thanks go out to Yvette Petti and Loretta 
Kaercher for donating and cooking the hamburgers, hot dogs 
and buns, to Barb Hibiske for her incredible assistance with 
organizing the kayak/canoe trip, to Fr. Brian and the church 
for covering the cost of the kayak/canoe rental, and to all 
members and friends of St. Thomas who brought food and 
shared in a time of fellowship.

St. Thomas River Run & Parish Picnic

Nicole Wiley

Sue Saunders and Liz Neumeyer

Alexis Stark and Joerg Himmelreich Macarena Ortiz-Sosa and Anayah Taylor



6   The NewSpirit

Parishioner Rosemary Re has written and published a romance novel called San Lucci Island.

From the book jacket:
She beckons you with her sunny glow, embraces you in 
her mountainous folds, intoxicates you with her sensual 
perfumes, and ensnares you in her web... 

It’s too late. You can’t get away. Who is she? She is San Lucci 
Island. 

San Lucci Island is a small, sleepy island in the Atlantic with 
Mediterranean ambience and a population of about two 
thousand, a gossipy, close-knit community. Its inhabitants 
are a smorgasbord of people seeking refuge from the violent 
storms that life has dealt them. An ex-marine, one-time 
famous author, ex-talk show host, ex-musicians, faded 
actresses and drifters find San Lucci Island to be a haven 
in which to hide. Heather Andersen, an orphan raised by 
her grandparents, grew up on San Lucci. One day on her 
morning run, she discovers a dead woman’s body in the 
hills far from town.

Rosemary Re Publishes Book

The Rev. Dale Bennett’s Birthday
Deacon Dale Bennett moved to New York in 
August. She received many birthday cards from 
her friends at St. Thomas for her Sept. 19th 
birtday. She has adjusted to her new environment, 
and takes a shuttle to downtown Corning, NY 
where she has become a library patron. She also 
swims at a local YMCA and visits a shopping area. 
Her family in New York reports she is doing well.

The St. Thomas
Annual Chili Cook-off

Friday, October 11, 2019  5:30-7:30 p.m.

for chili tasters
To enter the contest, stop by the parish office to get a 

registration form and rules sheet.
$10 to enter. 

First, second and third prizes,
and People’s Choice Award.

The George Pendill Connection will play the music.
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The 2020 Census
It doesn’t sound exciting but it’s super important
City Manager Rebecca Fleury 
reached out to local clergy and 
pastors asking for support in 
encouraging all households to 
respond to the 2020 Census, 
which will begin in March.

The Census provides a snapshot 
of America that determines 
how congressional seats are 
apportioned and how state and 
federal dollars are distributed. 
An accurate and fair census, 
and the collection of useful, 
objective data about our nation’s 
people, housing, economy, and 
communities, is among the most 
important civil rights issues of our 
day.

The Census is asking local 
community groups to form 
Complete Count Committees 

(CCCs). The City of Battle Creek 
has decided to organize the Battle 
Creek CCC.

The purpose of the volunteer 
committee is to “act as champions 
and provide trusted voices.” The 
Battle Creek CCC will spread 
targeted messages about the Census 
to our community in creative ways. 

Structurally, the Battle Creek CCC 
will act as one large group, but 

may break into specialized sub-
groups, i.e. targeting famileis with 
children, homeless or minority 
communities).

Members will be asked to 
participate in two meetings per 
month through July 2020 as the 
Census Bureau’s public engagement 
ends.

If you feel called to serve on the 
Battle Creek CCC, contact Fr. 
Brian at the church at (269) 965-
2244 or e-mail him at rector@
stthomasbc.org. The City would 
like to formalize the committee 
membership at the Oct. 15th city 
commission meeting.

The first Battle Creek CCC meeting 
and orientation will take place the 
week of October 21st.

Grand Piano

St. Thomas Church has been blessed by the 
generosity of Paul and Gretchen Humiston 
with the donation of their grand piano for use 
in the nave.  The baby grand piano previously 
in the nave, also given by Paul & Gretchen, 
now resides in the parish hall and will provide 
new opportunities for musical programs.

Have lunch with your church peeps Sundays after the 10 
a.m. service at the Coney Island Cafe on NE Capital in 
Pennfield. There’s a sign-up sheet in the parish hall. Note the 
Episcopal flag sits at the center of the table.
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Parish Schedule 
Sundays  

8:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist  
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

Childcare available for infants and toddlers
from 9:30 a.m., upstairs in the nursery. 

Coffee reception following both services.  

5:00 p.m.   Choral Evensong (First Sunday)
                    Parish Evensong (Third Sunday)

Weekdays in the Chapel  
Monday – Saturday  

8:30 a.m.   Morning Prayer  
5:00 p.m.   Evening Prayer  

Wednesdays  
6:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist 

Fridays  
11:00 a.m. Bible Study in the Lounge  

12:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist 

Office Hours  
Monday – Friday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Sun/6th Organ Recital 4:30 p.m.
 Choral Evensong, 5:00 p.m.

Wed/9th Preaching Circle, 6:30 p.m. in the lounge

Fri/11th Chili Cook-off, 5:30 p.m.

Tue/15th Stewardship and Fundraising Commission, 6:00 p.m.  

Thu/17th St. Margaret’s Circle, 1 p.m.
 Vestry, 6 p.m.

Fri/18th Feast of St. Luke (Healing Service), 12 noon

Sat/19th St. Thomas serves at Saturday Breakfast Program
 Michigan Episcopal Chorister Festival (Detroit)

Sun/20th Parish Evensong, 5 p.m.

Mon/21st Ladies Night Out, 6 p.m.

Wed/23rd Feast of St. James of Jerusalem, 6 p.m.

Wed/30th Feast of Ss. Simon and Jude (tr.), 6 p.m.

Fri/1st Feast of All Saints, 12 noon

Nov/1-2 Diocesan Convention, Grand Rapids

October 


