
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
  
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that 
we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE LESSONS 
  
The First Lesson: Jeremiah 31:7-14 
  
A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah. 
  
Thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, 
give praise, and say, "Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel." See, I am going to bring them from 
the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, 
those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here. With weeping they shall 
come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in 
which they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. Hear the word 
of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock." For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands 
too strong for him. They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the 
goodness of the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their 
life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. Then shall the young women 
rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will 
comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall 
be satisfied with my bounty, says the LORD. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  
Psalm 84:1-8 
  

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! * 
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living 
God. 

2 The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, 
my King and my God. 

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 
they will always be praising you. 
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4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

6 They will climb from height to height, * 
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
hearken, O God of Jacob. 

8 Behold our defender, O God; * 
and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

  

  
The Second Lesson:   Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a 
  
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians. 
  
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and 
blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. I have 
heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to 
give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your 
heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe. 
  

The Word of the Lord.                
Thanks be to God. 
  
The Gospel Lesson:  Luke 2:41-52 
  
All stand, as they are able. 
  
The  Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ  
according to St. Luke 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  
The parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem every year for the festival of the Passover. And when he was twelve 
years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy 
Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in the group of 
travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. When 
they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in the 
temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were 
amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother 
said to him, "Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in 
great anxiety." He said to them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 
Father's house?" But they did not understand what he said to them. Then he went down with them and came to 
Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in 
wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 
  

The Gospel of our Savior. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  



  
TODAY’S MUSIC  
  
Opening Hymn 127        Earth Has Many a Noble City 
  

Anthem       Hodie Christus Natus Est        Michael Bedford 
  

Communion Hymn 706                            In Your Mercy  
  
Closing Hymn 119             As with Gladness Men of Old 

    
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
  
Reminders TODAY:   
  

 Organ Recital, 4:30 p.m. 
 Choral Evensong, 5:00 p.m. 
  
Reminders THIS WEEK:   
  

 Thursday Feast of the Epiphany  
 Saturday      Breakfast 7:00 a.m. 
                            
Giving envelopes are available for those who ordered them.  Please pick them up outside the sanctuary. 
   
Contributions to St. Thomas Church are deductible in the year made. We regret that we are unable to post-
date contributions made in 2022 to 2021. The 2021 Giving Statements will be sent after the end of the year via 
email, unless otherwise requested.  
  
Spiritual Chat & Compline is offered Thursdays at 8:30 p.m. on Zoom. For more information, contact  
Trish Harris (tholcomb2011@hotmail.com). 
  
The Forward Day by Day issue for November/December/January is available in the parish hall. 
  
Just a reminder that Fr. Brian is on leave until April 1st.  Rev. Heather Barta and  Rev. Rick Stravers will be 
filling in.  During most weeks they will both be in attendance on Sundays.  Heather will be in the office on 
Mondays, and Rick will be in the office on Wednesdays. 
  
An opportunity to celebrate baptism will take place on Sunday, January 9, 2022, during The Feast of the 
Baptism of our Lord. If you are interested in being baptized, please speak to one of the clergy. 
  
Next Sunday’s Lessons: Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17,21-22. 
  
For a listing of the coming week’s activities see the yellow sheet hanging above the nametag table or 
check out our website at: www.StThomasBC.org. 
 
SERVING THIS WEEK:  
 
10:00 a.m. 
Presider: Rev. Heather Barta 
Preacher: Rev. Rick Stravers 
Sub Deacon:  
Lector: Yvette Petti   
Intercessor: Jodi Nickerson 
Crucifer:  



Chalice:  
Altar Chapter:  
Ushers: Roy Hillman  
Greeter: Brenda Hillman 
A/V Technician:  
  
5:00 p.m. 
Presider: Rev. Heather Barta 
Lector: Trish Harris 
A/V Technician:  
  
 
 


