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CHRISTMAS EVE 

 
December 24, 2020 

 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

 
Opening Voluntary:  Of the Father's Love Begotten,   Wilbur Held 
 
Opening Hymn:   No. 83,   O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come, and behold him, born the King an angels; 
 
Refrain 
O come, let us adore him; 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ, the Lord. 
 
God from God, Light from Light eternal, 
lo! he abhors not the Virgin's womb; 
only-begotten Son of the Father; 
 
Refrain 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
glory to God, glory in the highest; 
 
Refrain 
 
The service begins with the musical prelude. Then the Celebrant says 
 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.  
 
The Celebrant prays the Collect for Purity.  
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Then the following hymn is sung  
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
 
Let us pray.  
 
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, 
who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where 
with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
First Lesson:   Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah. 
 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep  
darkness-- on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they 
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of 
their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the 
day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be 
burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his 
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward 
and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 



 

 

 
Psalm 96: 1-4, 11-12 
 
1    Sing to the LORD a new song; * 
 sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 
2    Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * 
 proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 
3    Declare his glory among the nations * 
 and his wonders among all peoples. 
4    For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 
 he is more to be feared than all gods. 
11   Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
      let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 
 let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
12   Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
       before the LORD when he comes, * 
 when he comes to judge the earth. 
 
Second Lesson: Titus 2:11-14 
 
A Reading from the Book of Titus. 
 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and 
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are sel f-controlled, upright, and godly, while 
we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for  
himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Hymn:   No. 101,  Away in a Manger 
 
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
the little lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
close by me for ever, and love me I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 
 
Gospel Lesson:  Luke 2:1-14 
 



 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that 
region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel 
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 
the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will 
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And sud-
denly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, "Glory to 
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
THE SERMON 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
    the only Son of God,  
    eternally begotten of the Father,  
    God from God, Light from Light,  
    true God from true God,  
    begotten, not made,  
    of one Being with the Father.  
    Through him all things were made.  
    For us and for our salvation  
        he came down from heaven:  
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
      and was made man.  
   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
       he suffered death and was buried. 
      On the third day he rose again 
          in accordance with the Scriptures; 
      he ascended into heaven  
         and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
      and his kingdom will have no end.  



 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
   With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
    and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
After each petition the people respond 
 
God of love and mercy, 
Hear our prayer.  
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect 
 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 
The Priest says the Absolution. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant introduces the Offertory. The bread and wine for communion are set upon the altar. The gifts of the people are presented 
at the altar.  
 
Offertory Anthem:   Infant Holy, Infant Lowly,  arr. Andrew Risinger 
 
Offerings may be made by texting “StThomasBC” to 73256. You can also click or paste this link into your internet browser’s search 
field: https://onrealm.org/stthomasbc/give/now, or go to our website www.StThomasBC.org and click the green “Contribute Now” but-
ton at the bottom of the page. Thank you for your generosity. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 



 

 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 
Here the Proper Preface is said. Then all join in the Sanctus 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
 
The Celebrant praises God for the salvation of the world through the holy sacrifice of Jesus; and remembering the events of the Last 
Supper, prays that the gifts of bread and wine may become the Body and Blood of Christ.  
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
At the end of the prayer the people respond 
 
Amen.  
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 
 
The Peace of Christ be always with you.  



 

 

And also with you.  
 
The Celebrant says the invitation to communion. The prayer for those unable to receive communion is said. The Reserve Sacrament is 
available in the chapel at St. Thomas for those who wish to receive communion after having participated in online worship.  
 
Post-Communion Hymn:   No. 111,  Silent Night 
 
Silent night, holy night,   
all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace,  
sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night,  
shepherds quake at the sight, 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
Christ the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 
Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love's pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 
 

After communion the Celebrant says  
 
Let us pray. 
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Celebrant prays for God’s blessing on the people and then dismisses them with these words  
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Hymn:  No. 100,  Joy to the World 
 
Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
let earth receive her King; 



 

 

let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing. 
Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; 
let us our songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, 
repeat the sounding joy. 
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow 
far as the curse is found. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, 
and wonders of his love. 
 
Closing Voluntary:   In Dulci Jubilo,  Johann Sebastian  Bach 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
The Christmas Trees are given by Fr. Brian Coleman and John Moore in loving memory of Tom and 
Clevie Foster, Fr. Brian’s grandparents. 
 
Christmas Flowers are given by the following: 
 
Yvette Petti & Loretta Kaercher in honor of those fighting COVID-19 and those taken by COVID-19. 
 
Bernie & Becky Squires in memory of their parents. 
 
Kathy & Ross Dingwall in loving memory of our two dear friends, Karen Suggs and Randy Kopf and 
in celebration of the engagement of our granddaughter Gabbi and her fiancé Matt. 
 
Mary Bourgeois in loving memory of her daughter born on December 18th. 
 
The Kiess Family in memory of Lori’s dad, Gene Gray. 
 
Michele Reid in loving memory of Bill, Bo, Oscar, Zachy, and Faye. 
 
Esther M Shaw and T.R. Shaw, Jr. in loving memory of Tom, Pete, and Mike Shaw. 
 
Elizabeth Neumeyer in memory of all those who have died of COVID-19 in 2020. 
 
Our parish friends in fond remembrance of Shirley Hibbard, Gladys Holstrum, Jerry Peterson, Kay 
Phares, Ernie Varga, and George Vallillee. 
 
 
Serving Today  
 
Presider:   Fr. Brian Coleman  Lector:   Sue Shafe  



 

 

Subdeacon:   Michele Reid 
Organist:  Dr. Stephen White 
Cantors:  Charles Grantier & Samuel Gantt 

Altar Chapter:   Bob Harberts  
A/V Technician:  Kathy Dingwall 
 

 


	Second Lesson: Titus 2:11-14

