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A Future With Hope 
St. Thomas Annual Giving Campaign

Last month, we reflected on how 
rhythms of exile and return, 
diaspora and homecoming, have 
always been a part of Christian 
life. And that’s true. 

It’s also true, though, that the 
Covid-19 pandemic has been a 
season of separation like no other 
we’ve ever known. 
As we look ahead 
to  St. Thomas’s 
next chapter, we 
may never 
appreciate the power 
of gathering 
together in person 
more than we do 
today. 

The beauty of 
worship — 
gathering together in 
the midst of a world full of 
distance. The wonder of music — 
singing in the midst of a world 
full of silence and loneliness. The 
sweetness of the sacraments — 
celebrating together the waters of 
baptism and the nourishment of 
Communion in the midst of a 

world full of thirst and hunger. 
And the joy of service — working 
together in the midst of a world 
full of broken systems and broken 
hearts. 

In short, if the world is full of 
exile, St. Thomas is a community 
of return. A place to come home 

to, again and again. A 
congregation in which we can 
tangibly experience God’s ancient 
promise to “bring you back to this 
place,” and “give you a future 
with hope.” 

And here’s one more thing that’s 
true: even when this pandemic is 

a distant memory, the world will 
still be full of need. Still longing 
for home, for community, for 
reunion, for return. 

That’s why we’re here. That’s 
who we are: a way-station of hope 
along life’s journey. It’s the same 
reason God chose to be born with 

us as Jesus of 
Nazareth, to help us 
build bridges of 
connection and 
companionship — so 
that everyone might 
experience a 
homecoming to God’s 
new world of joy, 
justice, and love. 

So keep praying and 
giving thanks for all 
the ways our faith, our 

prayers, our worship, our music, 
our sacraments, our building, our 
service, and our lives help bridge 
the gaps that divide creation. And 
we’ll see you for Dedication 
Sunday on the 21st of November, 
our grand celebration of God’s 
gift of “a future with hope.”



REGULAR GIVING AT ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
St. Thomas depends on regular giving to cover the cost of bills, compensation, programming, and maintenance throughout the 
year.  It is easy to fall behind in pledging by missing a Sunday here or there, and it can be difficult to catch up. We accept online 
payments through Realm, which enables you to schedule donations through a checking or savings account or with a credit card. 
Scheduling your giving in this way means that your pledge makes it to church, even when you can’t. It’s a worry-free method 
of ensuring that your giving is consistent, timely and regular. 

To set up an automatic recurring gift, scan the QR Code on this card with your smart phone camera.  
You will be directed to your Realm account and will be asked to login with your email and password.  
Then you can follow these easy steps: 

1. Choose your gift amount. 
2. Select “Pledges” from the drop down menu. 
3. Select the frequency of your gift 
4. Select the start date for your gift (Pledges for 2022 should start after January 1st). 
5. Choose your payment method, or set up a new one. (Payments from Checking and Savings                                             

Accounts are preferred. Credit Card payments incur an additional 3% transaction fee.) 
6. Click the “Give” Button.

Below are some tools to help you plan for the Annual Giving Campaign at St. Thomas. The pie charts below show 
what proportion of our income comes from various sources (left), and the proportion of our expenditure as it sustains 
and supports our various ministries (right). As you can see the vast majority (over two-thirds) of our income comes 
from yearly pledges. 

               Income     Expenses

Misc. Income 
2%

Endowments
16%

Fund Raising/Grants
3%

Rental Income
3%

Other Offerings
7%

Pledges
69%

Communication
11%

Pastoral Care
13% Formation

20%

Worship
39%

Outreach
17%



Vestry News by Hans Prechtel 

The September meeting was called to order, and 
Father Brian discussed Holy Cross Day (9/14) and 
Hans Prechtel read the appropriate lesson; Noreen 
Sidnam then offered a prayer. 

Tom Goodsell then made a presentation under the 
theme of “Is there a place for me at St. Thomas?”; he 
talked about his kids’ experience in church, 
issues with the ushers under his 
leadership, and discernment 
committee composition issues.  A 
discussion followed, during 
which Dr. Stephen White 
remarked that St. Thomas has a 
thriving youth program within 
the St. Thomas Choristers, of 
which he is very proud.   

A certain property tax issue was 
discussed regarding the rectory 
property of which a ruling was made 
to deny St. Thomas exemption for 
property taxes at the time of acquisition of 
said property; Father Brian said he will continue to 
pursue appeal of the ruling, and Kent Bieberich 
mentioned we will probably lose the appeal due to the 
timing of the property acquisition. 

The Renewal Works report was discussed; the 
Renewal Works team is reconvening and will be 
assigning groups to each initiative mentioned in the 
report. 

Stewardship and Fundraising Commission 
Chairperson Doug Chapel mentioned that a meeting 
was held in August; he received a request from Dr. 
White to increase his budget, but decided to leave it 
as it is; the commission also reviewed options for the 
upcoming Stewardship campaign, and a decision was 
made. 

Outreach and Facilities Management chairperson 
Hans Prechtel reported that the Rose Window was 
finished and is beautiful; we still have funds in the 
Window Restoration Fund and would like to continue 

work on other windows.  Hans asked all vestry 
members to consider making a pledge toward 
window restoration.  AQ new phone proposal for 
CTS was discussed; they gave the vestry a quote to 
replace phones, system and fiber optics.  It is for a 
five-year agreement at an additional cost of $59 per 
month, and they are waiving installation charges.  A 
motion was made by Judy Gray to authorize Father 
Brian to sign a contract for the new system, and the 

motion was passed. 

Junior Warden Hans Prechtel had 
resigned his position, but after much 

discussion agree to serve through 
the end of the year.  Hans and 
Sue Shafe will work on a 
logbook system for Junior 
Wardens. 

A discussion ensued about 
Michele Reid’s discernment.  

Michele stated that the diocesan 
Commission on Ministry 

recommended that she ‘step back’ 
from St. Thomas this past summer; she 

stated that she never got any feedback from 
other vestry members; several members of the vestry 
stated that this was not true.  Michele then asked what 
measures the vestry is planning to use for the steps 
she was asked to take.  She stated she is not interested 
in preaching, she has served as a sub-deacon and as 
an acolyte, that she has a spiritual director and has 
connected with St. Gregory’s Abbey and the monastic 
tradition; Michele asked the vestry to clarify its 
expectations of her.  It was stated that a reconciliation 
meeting according to the Commission on Ministry is 
needed. 

Father Brian asked for a resolution for regarding 
withdrawing funds from the Battle Creek Community 
Foundation; the motion was made by Hans Prechtel 
and was passed by the vestry.  The funds will be used 
to fix the flat roof above the lounge and offices. 

Doug Chapel made a resolution to accept a bequest 
by the late Audra Nickerson, a portion of which is to 
be used for the restoration of the chapel.



Musical Notes from the 
Director of Music 
It is hard to believe that the end of the liturgical year 
is fast approaching – but oh how wonderful it has 
been to be back making music for the liturgy! The 
annual Choir Wreath & Garland Sale is underway 
through Nov. 14.  See the church website for pricing 
details and get your orders in soon.  Items will be 
available for pick-up/delivery on Sunday, Nov. 21. 

Additionally, a Finley’s Fund$ for Friend$ night will 
be held on Wed., Nov. 10 from 5-10pm – both dine-
in and take-out orders count toward the minimum, so 
we hope you will plan to participate and help raise 
funds to send the choir to England in 2022. 

The Requiem by Gabriel Fauré will be performed in 
a liturgical context on Saturday, Nov. 6 at 11:00am.  
The St. Thomas Choir & Choristers, along with 
violin, cello, harp and organ will present this 
monumental work in memory of all who died during 
the global coronavirus pandemic, especially those 
members of our own parish.  We hope you will plan 
to attend this Requiem Mass and honor our faithful 
departed. 

The November 7 Choral Evensong will feature our 
Treble Choristers & Choral Scholars and be 
preceded by an organ recital at 4:30pm by Steven 
Flick, Director of Music at Holy Trinity Anglican 
Church in Hillsdale. As we look ahead to the new 
liturgical  year (Advent & Christmas), please mark 
your calendars for an Advent Choral Evensong on 
Sunday, Dec. 5 and for the annual Festival of 
Lessons & Carols on Sunday, Dec. 19 – both 

   

      Requiem Mass 

 A service to commemorate those who  
            died during the pandemic 

 

                       featuring 
                The St. Thomas Choir 
                 and the 
                   REQUIEM 

              Gabriel Fauré  
                      with      

    James Engman, violin 
                                   Carol Russell, cello 

                                                      Sylvia Norris, harp 
                          Eric Strand, organ 

         Saturday 
     6 November 2021 
       11:00 a.m. 
                  St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
                                16 E. Van Buren Street 
                               Battle Creek, Michigan 



November Happenings 
1 - All Saints’ Day Mass, 7 p.m.
3 - iBelieve Class “Understanding Jesus”, 7 p.m. 

Meets in the Lounge and on Zoom
6 - Pandemic Requiem, 11 a.m.

A Service of remembrance for those who have 
died during the global coronavirus pandemic.

7 - Daylight Savings time ends - Fall back!
     All Saint’s Sunday, 10 a.m.

Holy Eucharist with Baptisms
     Organ Recital, 4:30 p.m.
     Choral Evensong, 5 p.m.
10 - Finley’s Night, 5 - 10 p.m.
       Preaching Circle, 7 p.m. 
14 - Parish Evensong, 5 p.m.
16 - Holiday Food Basket set-up, 8-10 a.m.
       The Good Book Club, 7 p.m.

Thematic Bible study meets in the Lounge and 
virtually on Zoom

18 - Holiday Food Basket Assembly, 8-10:30 a.m.
       St. Thomas Vestry, 6 p.m.

meets in the Lounge.
20 - Food Basket Pickup/Delivery, 7:45-10:30 a.m.
21 - Dedication Sunday, 10 a.m., 5 p.m.

Pledge cards offered in church at both services.
        Choral Evensong, 5 p.m.
24 - Reading the Spiritual Classics, 7 p.m.

Revelations of Divine Love by Julian of Norwich
28 - First Sunday of Advent, 10 a.m.
       Worship for Children and Youth, 5 p.m.

We will be making Advent wreaths for families to 
use at home.

30 - St. Andrew’s Day Mass, 7 p.m.

Looking ahead:

Saturday, December 4 - Diocesan Confirmation
Barb Hibiske will be confirmed at a service held at 
Grace Episcopal Church in Holland. Your prayers 
and presence are requested.

December 14-18— Christmas Food Baskets
Assembly and pickup and delivery will take place 
at St. Thomas church in cooperation with 
Santa’s Helper through a new collaboration.

For a complete list of events visit our up-to-date, 
online calendar at www.StThomasBC.org

Sign up for Realm email and in-app notifications. 
For more information contact the parish office and 
ask for help setting up your profile and settings. 

Don’t miss out on parish news and announcements.
Subscribe to eNews updates on our website.

Revisiting Billy’s Basket        
Thoughts on stewardship 
by Liz Neumeyer 

In July I gave a sermon on the feeding of the 5000 and 
talked about the little boy who had the basket of five 
loaves and two fish.  I christened him Billy.  John’s 
Gospel is the only one that mentions him and I think the 
writer’s purpose was to talk about hope and faith in the 
future. Right now with COVID and other related troubles, 
that seems hard to do.  However, as we look at our 
upcoming pledge campaign we can remember Billy who 
certainly had faith and hope in Jesus Christ.   

We all have a basket of five loaves and two fish 
figuratively speaking. That is, we have different 
combinations of health, time, skills, talents, and wealth in 
our basket.  We may not think we have enough to offer 
but we do through the power of Christ.  Billy knew by 
faith that his basket would multiply, and our baskets 
multiply because of our efforts together including during 
the pledge campaign.   

To borrow a phrase from the Capital One ad campaign, 
“what’s in your wallet,” I thought what combination of 
loaves and fish are in my basket?  As a member of the 
Stewardship and Fundraising Commission, I especially 
ask you to join me in asking ourselves during this pledge 
campaign, “What’s in your basket?”  With faith in Christ, 
we do have hope for the future.  

2021 Pledge Update 
Pledged:   $188,575.30 
Received:   $177,732.20 
Deficit:     $10,843.10 

Please make every effort to fulfill your pledge to St. 
Thomas before the end of the year. Thank you for your 
support and generosity!

http://www.StThomasBC.org


St Thomas Holiday 
Basket Announcement 

St Thomas will continue serving the community this 
year by offering holiday baskets to households for the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. As was the 
case last year, we will reduce our deliveries and ask 
that families pickup their baskets at St Thomas.  In 
the past and again this year, we serve approximately 
70 households. 
What is different this year is that we are partnering 
with Santa’s Helper for the Christmas food baskets. 
This will allow us to participate in serving nearly 300 
households at Christmas. We are able to do this at no 
extra cost to the parish: our contribution is to allow 
space for storing food and for issuing the baskets.  
We will need volunteers to assist for both holidays to: 

• call households 
• unbox food crates, assemble boxes, lift and 

pack food into boxes 
• deliver boxes 
• and other tasks to support food box pickup 

We will organize Thanksgiving pickup/delivery as we 
did in 2020 once again relying on most people to 
pickup their food boxes while delivering to only a 
handful of households. 

For Christmas, we will work with Santa’s Helper to 
scale up our operations to serve more families. We 
will continue to offer delivery service to a handful of 
families but the bulk of the food boxes will require 
pick up at St Thomas. These are key dates are: 

• Tues, Nov 16, 8:00-10:00: table set up, box 
assembly, unpacking cases of food which will 
involve some lifting   

• Thurs, Nov 18, 8:00 – 10:30: load food into 
boxes, lift and move boxes to position for 
pickup 

• Sat, Nov 20 – basket pickup and delivery 
o 7:45 -- 8:45 driver pickup and deliver 
o 8:45 – 10:30 pickup by households  

• Tues or Wed, Dec 14/15 (to be determined) – 
move food in place to group like type items 

• Thurs, Dec 16, 8:00 – 10:15: table set up, box 
assembly, load food into boxes and position 
for pickup (with Santa’s Helper; note Santa’s 
Helper will have Vocational Ed students also 
performing this task in the morning as well as 
from 12:00 – 2:00)  

• Sat, Dec: 18 -- basket pickup and delivery 
o 8:30 -- 9:30   St Thomas delivery (help 

with loading and driving needed) 
o 10:00 -- 2:00 pickup by households 

(help with loading, greeting, directing 
traffic – shared duties between Santa’s 
Helper and St Thomas – shifts from 
10-12 and 12-2).  

Please consider offering your time to support this 
important outreach initiative. Please contact us if you 
wish to volunteer or have questions. 

Thank you for your continued support to feed the less 
fortunate in our community.  

Mike Regner, Ken Surprenant, Bob Harberts,



Keith Phillips to serve as Parish 
Contemplative 

At its most recent meeting in October the Vestry 
approved a motion to accept the call of Keith Phillips 
as St. Thomas’s Parish Contemplative. Keith went 
through a year-long discernment process before the 
pandemic with a lay discernment committee, made up 
ofFr. Brian, George McKay, Jr., Trish Harris and Jason 
Pancost and Sue Shafe, which affirmed his sense of 
call to this ministry. In their recommendation to the 
Vestry the committee wrote, “Keith seeks a life of 
service and purpose. He feels the call of his baptism is 
to serve as what he defined as a “Parish 
Contemplative”. He seeks a spiritually ascetic life of 
prayer living in community with parishioners at St. 
Thomas, to compliment the ongoing prayer life of the 
church. As Parish Contemplative his duties would be 
as a spiritual, prayerful accompaniment to other 
parishioners. 

Each year Keith makes a vow of non-violence, which 
he did in the chapel at the Friday noon service on 
October 22, during the observance of St. Luke’s Day. 
Following is a prayer and the vow he recited: 

Prayer Against Violence  
Lord Jesus Christ, we thank You that through Your 
Death on the Cross, You disarmed the powers of evil.  
 Help us, we pray, to enter into Your Victory, and to 
stand in Your authority against all evil. Send forth Your 
Light and Your Truth, O Lord. Bring to Light the deeds 
of darkness and let plans of violence and murder be 
revealed. By the Power of the Holy Spirit heal those 
who have allowed their minds to be dominated by evil. 
Lead them, O Lord, to true repentance that they may 
receive Your new Life and rejoice in Your Forgiving 
Love. Amen (Cecil Kerr) 

Before God, His Priest and this Assembly of God’s 
children, I undertake this Vow: 

Recognizing the violence in my own heart, yet trusting 
in the Goodness and Mercy of God, I vow to practice 
the nonviolence of Jesus who taught us in the Sermon 
on the Mount: 

 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called 
the sons and daughters of God…You have learned how 
it was said, ‘You must love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy,’ but I say to you, ‘Love your enemies, and 
pray for those who persecute you.  In this way, you 
will be daughters and sons of your Creator in 
heaven’.” 

+ by striving for peace within myself and seeking to be 
 a peacemaker in my daily life; 
+ by refusing to retaliate in the face of provocation and 
 violence; and by persevering in nonviolence   
 of tongue and heart; 
+ by living conscientiously and simply so that I do not  
 deprive others of the means to live; 
+ by actively resisting evil and working nonviolently  
 to abolish war and the causes of war from my  
 own heart and from the face of the earth. 

God, I trust in Your sustaining Love, and firmly 
believe: That just as You gave me the Grace and desire 
to offer this, so You will also bestow abundant Grace 
to fulfill it. Amen.



Parish Schedule  
Sundays  

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist  
5:00 p.m. Evening Worship  

Weekdays in the Chapel  
Monday – Saturday  

9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer  
5:00 p.m. Evening Prayer  

Wednesdays  
Chorister Rehearsal, 4:30 p.m.  
Adult Choir Rehearsal, 7 p.m.  

Adult Formation classes, 7:00 p.m.  

Fridays  
11:00 a.m. Bible Study in the Lounge  

12:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist in the Chapel 

Saturdays  
8:30-10:00 a.m. Breakfast Program  

Office Hours  
Monday – Friday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
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