
 
Welcome to 

  
ST. THOMAS CHURCH 

   
16 E. Van Buren St. 

Battle Creek 
(269)965-2244 

www.StThomasBC.org 
  

THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

September 6, 2020 
  

Attending worship in person during the global Corona Virus pandemic entails the risk of the transmission of the 
disease. By remaining in church, you consent to this risk and agree to hold St. Thomas Episcopal Church of 

Battle Creek harmless and without fault. St. Thomas has taken reasonable steps to mitigate the transmission of 
the disease and to protect those who choose to attend worship in person. Participants must abide by all safety 
procedures, i.e., mask wearing, physical distancing, hand washing, etc., or else are encouraged to stay home 

and participate remotely through live streaming. 
  

If you are new to our community, we welcome you and encourage you to fill out a welcome card, found in the 
pew racks, and place it in the collection plate as you leave. 

  
THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

  
  
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  
The Celebrant prays the Collect for Purity. 
  
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
  
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
  
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.   



 
Let us pray.  
  
Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confide in their own 
strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever Amen. 
   
First Lesson  - Ezekiel 33:7-11 
  
A Reading from the Book of Ezekiel. 
  
You, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you 
shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not 
speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will 
require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, 
the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. Now you, mortal, say to the house of 
Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of 
them; how then can we live?” Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why 
will you die, O house of Israel? 
  
The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
 Psalm 119:33-40 
 
33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, * 

and I shall keep it to the end. 
34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; * 

I shall keep it with all my heart. 
35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, * 

for that is my desire. 
36 Incline my heart to your decrees * 

and not to unjust gain. 
37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; * 

give me life in your ways. 
38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, * 

which you make to those who fear you. 
39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, * 

because your judgments are good. 
40 Behold, I long for your commandments; * 

in your righteousness preserve my life. 
  
 Second Lesson - Romans 13:8-14 
  
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 
  
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The 
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not 
covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love 
does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. Besides this, you know what time it is, 
how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 



believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor 
of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 
the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
  
The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
   
Gospel Lesson - Matthew 18:15-20 
  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
  
Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you 
are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or 
two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If 
the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, 
let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you 
agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three 
are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
  
THE SERMON 
  
On Sundays and other Major Feasts there follows, all standing 
  
THE NICENE CREED  
  
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen.                 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 



        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end.               
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
   
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
   
The Celebrant prays a concluding collect. 
  
CONFESSION OF SIN 
  
The people stand or kneel. The Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
  
Silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
  
The Priest stands and says the Absolution.  
  
The Celebrant introduces the Offertory.  The bread and wine for communion are set upon the altar. The gifts of 
the people are presented at the altar. 
  
 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
      
Here the Proper Preface is said. Then all join in the Sanctus 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 



    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest.  
  
The Celebrant praises God for the salvation of the world through the holy self giving of Jesus; and 
remembering the events of the Last Supper, prays that the gifts of bread and wine may become the Body and 
Blood of Christ. 
  
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
  
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
At the end of the prayer the people respond 
Amen. 
  
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
       
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
  
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
  
The Peace of the Lord be always with you.   
And also with you 
      
Please remain at your place. Communion will be distributed to the people where they are. The Sacrament of the 
Holy Eucharist is normally reserved for baptized Christians of any denomination. For more information about 
baptism, please speak to the clergy. 
  
After communion the Celebrant says 
  
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us  
as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  
 and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.   
Send us now into the world in peace,  
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you  
with gladness and singleness of heart;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen 



  
The vestry liaison gives the announcements 
      
The Celebrant prays for God’s blessing on the people and then dismisses them with these words 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.  
       
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Altar Flowers are given in loving memory of Gladys and Harry Saunders by Sue Saunders. 
  
We welcome Brooks Grantier as our musician, while Stephen White is on vacation. 
  
Saturday breakfast program dates for St. Thomas: Sept. 12, Oct. 10, Nov. 14 and Dec. 12.  Please sign-up 
across from the office. 
  
Mid-week Eucharists will resume in the chapel beginning in September on Wednesdays at 6 pm and Friday at 
Noon. Maximum of 10 people allowed in person, but will also be live-streamed. 
  
Friday Lectionary Bible Study at 11 a.m. of Fridays meets in the Lounge and will also be available to those 
who wish to participate remotely via Zoom. We study the lessons appointed for the upcoming Sunday. 
  
Quick Class after Mass: Wednesdays at 6:30 in the Lounge and on-line via Zoom. 

1st Wednesday -  iBelieve Class - exploring the Apostle’s Creed through Peter 
            Berger’s Questions of Faith 

 2nd Wednesday - Preaching Circle 
 3rd Wednesday -  The Good Book Club - A survey of the Bible 
 4th Wednesday -  Reading Spiritual Classics - The Seven Story Mountain by 
               Thomas Merton 
  
Next Sunday’s Lessons: Genesis 50:15-21; Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13; Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35. 
  
Check out our website at: www.StThomasBC.org. 
 
SERVING THIS WEEK 
Presider:  Fr. Brian Coleman 
Subdeacon:  Doug Chapel 
Lector:   Becky Squires  
Usher:   Roy Hillman 
Altar Chapter:  Bob Harberts & Kathy Dingwall 
  
 
 
 


