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A note concerning the service 
 
Based on the services held daily in the medieval Church, Choral Evensong  
(as arranged in the Book of Common Prayer) has been sung regularly since 
the Sixteenth Century. Many people enjoy Choral Evensong because it 
provides opportunity for contemplation and reflection. The service utilizes 
the 1662 Book of Common Prayer and  includes readings (just as would 
occur at Evening Prayer) and prayers led by a priest. A Psalm, anthem, and 
a setting of the Magnificat and the Nunc dimittis are sung by the choir.  
 
 
 

Participants in today’s service: 
 

Officiant: Fr. Brian Coleman 
Lector: Mrs. Becky Squires 

Organist & Choirmaster: Dr. Stephen White 
The St. Thomas Choral Scholars 

Alexis Stark 
Charles Grantier 

Samuel Gantt 
David Sedlecky 

 
 
 

       
 

 

 Order of Service  
 

 

Voluntary                Pastorale on “The Morning Star”        Daniel Pinkham 
                 (1923-2006)  
 

The Preces                                         Rachel Aarons 
                      (b. 1984)
 V O Lord, open thou our lips; 
 R And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 V O God, make speed to save us: 
 R O Lord, make haste to help us.  
 R Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,                     
  and to the Holy Ghost:   
 R As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
  world without end.  Amen.   
 R Praise ye the Lord. 
 R The Lord’s name be praised. 



Psalm 114                                                           Tone tp 
 

 1 When Israel came out of Egypt:     
        and the house of Jacob from among the strange people, 
 

 2 Judah was his sanctuary:      
        and Israel his dominion. 
 

 3 The sea saw that, and fled:      
        Jordan was driven back. 
 

 4 The mountains skipped like rams:     
        and the little hills like young sheep. 
 

 5 What aileth thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest:   
        and thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back? 
  

 6 Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams:    
        and ye little hills, like young sheep? 
 

 7 Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord:   
        at the presence of the God of Jacob; 
 

 8 Who turned the hard rock into a standing water:   
        and the flint-stone into a springing well. 
   

 
Psalm 115                                                        Tone tp 
  

 1    Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us,      
      but unto thy Name give the praise:      
        for thy loving mercy and for thy truth’s sake. 
 

 2   Wherefore shall the heathen say:     
        Where is now their God? 
 

 3   As for our God, he is in heaven:     
        he hath done whatsoever pleased him. 
 

 4   Their idols are silver and gold:     
        even the work of men's hands. 
 

 5   They have mouths, and speak not:     
        eyes have they, and see not. 
 

 6   They have ears, and hear not:      
        noses have they, and smell not. 
 

 7   They have hands, and handle not; feet have they,   
      and walk not:       
        neither speak they through their throat. 
 

 8   They that make them are like unto them:    
        and so are all such as put their trust in them. 
 

  



 9   But thou, house of Israel, trust thou in the Lord:   
        he is their succour and defence. 
 

 10 Ye house of Aaron, put your trust in the Lord:   
        he is their helper and defender. 
 

 11 Ye that fear the Lord, put your trust in the Lord:   
        he is their helper and defender. 
 

 12 The Lord hath been mindful of us, and he shall bless us:  
        even he shall bless the house of Israel,    
        he shall bless the house of Aaron. 
 

 13 He shall bless them that fear the Lord:    
        both small and great. 
 

 14 The Lord shall increase you more and more:   
        you and your children. 
 

 15 Ye are the blessed of the Lord:     
        who made heaven and earth. 
 

 16 All the whole heavens are the Lord’s:    
        the earth hath he given to the children of men. 
 

 17 The dead praise not thee, O Lord:     
        neither all they that go down into silence. 
 

 18 But we will praise the Lord:      
        from this time forth for evermore. Praise the Lord. 
   

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:    
   and to the Holy Ghost; 
  

 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
   world without end. Amen. 
  
The First Lesson                      Isaiah 43:14-44:5 
 

Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: For your 
sake I will send to Babylon and break down all the bars, and the shouting 
of the Chaldeans will be turned to lamentation.  I am the Lord, your Holy 
One, the Creator of Israel, your King. Thus says the Lord, who makes a 
way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, who brings out chariot and 
horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are 
extinguished, quenched like a wick: Do not remember the former things, 
or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; now it springs 
forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and 
rivers in the desert. The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the 
ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give 
drink to my chosen people, the  people whom I formed for myself so that  
they might declare my praise. Yet you did not call upon me, O Jacob; 



but you have been weary of me, O Israel! You have not brought me your 
sheep for burnt offerings, or honored me with your sacrifices. I have not 
burdened you with offerings, or wearied you with frankincense. You have 
not bought me sweet cane with money, or satisfied me with the fat of your 
sacrifices. But you have burdened me with your sins; you have wearied me 
with your iniquities. I, I am He who blots out your transgressions for my 
own sake, and I will not remember your sins. Accuse me, let us go to trial; 
set forth your case, so that you may be proved right. Your first ancestor 
sinned, and your interpreters transgressed against me. Therefore I profaned 
the princes of the sanctuary, I delivered Jacob to utter destruction, and Israel 
to reviling. But now hear, O Jacob my servant, Israel whom I have chosen! 
Thus says the Lord who made you, who formed you in the womb and will 
help you: Do not fear, O Jacob my servant, Jeshurun whom I have chosen. 
For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I 
will pour my spirit upon your descendants, and my blessing on your 
offspring. They shall spring up like a green tamarisk, like willows by 
flowing streams. This one will say, “I am the Lord’s,” another will be 
called by the name of Jacob, yet another will write on the hand, 
“The Lord’s,” and adopt the name of Israel. 
 
A brief silence follows the Lesson. 
 
 

Magnificat                            Short Service    
          Thomas Weelkes 
                             (1576-1623) 

 MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord,  

   and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.  
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  
For behold from henceforth all generations  
  shall call me blessed.   
For he that is mighty hath magnified me,  
  and holy is his Name.   
And his mercy is on them that fear him  
  throughout all generations.  
He hath showed strength with his arm;  
  he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  
He hath put down the mighty from their seat,  
  and hath exalted the humble and meek.  
He hath filled the hungry with good things,  
  and the rich he hath sent empty away.  
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,  
  as he promised to our forefathers,  
  Abraham and his seed for ever.  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
  as it was in the beginning, is now,  
  and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

 



The Second Lesson                                    John 4:27-42 
 

Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking 
with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you 
speaking with her?” Then the woman left her water jar and went back to 
the city. She said to the people, “Come and see a man who told me 
everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” They left 
the city and were on their way to him. Meanwhile the disciples were 
urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” But he said to them, “I have food to 
eat that you do not know about.” So the disciples said to one another, 
“Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” Jesus said to them, 
“My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his 
work. Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I 
tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for 
harvesting. The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for 
eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the 
saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for 
which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into 
their labor.” Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of 
the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” So 
when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and 
he stayed there two days. And many more believed because of his 
word. They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said 
that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is 
truly the Savior of the world.” 
 
A brief silence follows the Lesson. 
 
 

Nunc dimittis                                        T. Weelkes 
                   

 LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,  

   according to thy word;  
 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,  
   which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,  
 To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,  
   and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
   as it was in the beginning, is now,  
   and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
 
  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



The Apostles’ Creed  
 

 I BELIEVE in God, the Father almighty,  

     maker of heaven and earth; 
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  
     who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
     born of the Virgin Mary,  
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  
     dead, and buried. 
     He descended into hell.  
     The third day he rose again from the dead.  
     He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the  
     right hand of God the Father almighty.  
     From thence he shall come to judge the quick  
     and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Ghost,  
     the holy catholic Church,  
     the communion of saints,  
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 

The Lesser Litany                   R. Aarons 
 

V  The Lord be with you.  
R  And with thy spirit.  
V  Let us pray.  
R  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy  
   upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.  

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
   

  
OUR Father, which art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name,  
  thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  
   in earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive them that trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.  Amen.  
 

 



 The Responses                  R. Aarons 
 

V  O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;  
R  And grant us thy salvation.  
V  O Lord, save the State;  
R  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.  
V  Endue thy ministers with righteousness;  
R  And make thy chosen people joyful.  
V  O Lord, save thy people;  
R  And bless thine inheritance.  
V  Give peace in our time, O Lord;  
R  Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  
   but only thou, O God.  
V  O God, make clean our hearts within us;  
R  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.  

 
 

The Collects  
 
 

Anthem                 Felix Mendelssohn 
              There Shall a Star from Jacob Come Forth      (1809-1847) 
 

There shall a star from Jacob come forth,  
and a scepter from Israel rise up. 

And dash in pieces princes and nations. 
 

How bright appears the Morning Star 
With mercy beaming from afar, 

The host of heaven rejoices: Jesus, Jesus! 
Holy, holy, yet most lowly, draw thou near us; 

Great Immanuel, come and hear us.          
 

Intercessions and Thanksgivings  
 
 

Hymn No. 31                                         Dunedin 
 
 

The Grace  
 
 

Voluntary  There’s a Star in the East       Karl Osterland        
                           (b. 1956) 
 

 
 
 

To make a financial contribution to the ongoing ministries of  
St. Thomas Church, please visit  

https://onrealm.org/stthomasbc/-/give/now 
 

 
All contributions are greatly appreciated. 


